Name_________________________________________________ 

Judicial Activism/Restraint iSearch
Directions: In recent years the courts have begun tackling problems assumed in the past to be the responsibility of school boards, prison superintendents, hospital administrators, and legislators. Across the nation, far-reaching federal court decisions have reorganized prison systems, opened and closed schools, filled seats on school boards, determined routes for highways, influenced the choice of sites for nuclear power plants, and instructed state and local officials in how to do their jobs.

On what grounds have judges taken such actions? Sometimes, a constitutional argument supports such court decisions. At other times, the courts interpret the meaning of laws or design remedies for violations of the law. Such decisions have raised questions about how judges use their power to interpret the Constitution. Should judges interpret the Constitution liberally or narrowly? In this iSearch, you will look at the meaning of judicial activism and judicial restraint. Please answer the questions below to complete the activity. The iSearch will be due on Thursday February 20th!!! 
Additional Instructional Objectives:

1. Typed Response

2. Research references in MLA Format
3. Either print off iSearch or email me: mharrington@dist228.org
4. I will spot-check your definition of Judicial activism/restraint on Wednesday February 19th.
Overall Objective: Define Judicial Activism and Judicial Restraint in layman’s terms. State 3 Supreme Court Case Rulings for each ideology and a brief description on why they fulfill that criterion.  
1. Write down what you already know about the topic: Don’t worry about writing out a coherent text here: brainstorm, jot down everything you can think of that relates to your topic. 

2. Research: This is the story of the hunt, a chronology of the moves you make and the details you encounter. (You will need at least 3 sources)
Places/sources searched (MLA Format):
Information gathered:
Dead ends, problems encountered:
Related facts and interesting notes

New questions developed

3. What I discovered (Answer the following prompt): Define Judicial Activism and Judicial Restraint in layman’s terms. State 3 Supreme Court Case Rulings for each ideology and a brief description on why they fulfill that criterion.  If you reference research information in your response make sure to cite it in your answer 
