Interest Groups and the 3 Branches of Government

Remember that an Interest Group’s main goal is to win an issue and their most powerful asset is information. However, when they interact with the other branches of government, the following takes place

IG’s & The Legislative Branch

IG’s will do the following:

· Advise legislators on key issues

· Forge political alliances with candidates through campaign donations

· Help shape public opinion through media campaigns

· Influence voting patterns by enacting their membership to vote certain ways

· Recommend legislation

· Testify during Congressional hearings

However, IG’s cannot bribe Legislative Branch Employees with $ nor gifts. This is against the law!!!

IG & Judicial Branch

IG’s will do the following:

· Run advertisements supporting or attacking candidate during nomination process

· Campaign contributions to White House or Senate advocating certain candidates

· Mailings/e-mail

· Protests/demonstrations  

· Guest star on talk shows to air views (TV and radio)

· Testifying during nomination process

· Writing to interest group members to contact members of congress

· Write Op/Ed pieces in newspapers 

· Hold press conferences 

· Lobbying EITHER White House staff/President OR lobbying the judicial committee

However, IG’s cannot bribe Judicial Branch Employees with $ nor gifts. Moreover, they cannot meet with them to discuss cases they are a part of! This is against the law!!!
IG’s and The Executive Branch

IG’s will do the following…
· Lobby lower levels of Executive Branch: Executive Office of presidency

· Go after the Bureaucracy: Regulatory agencies that help enforce the law

· Provide information to executive officials

· Campaign Contributions

However, IG’s cannot bribe Executive Branch Employees with $ nor gifts. This is against the law!!!!

