Hello Northside Parents,
Welcome back!  I hope you all enjoyed a great summer.  Events for this year are already underway.  We are again using the Spotlight on Music series in all grades as a basis for all music lessons.  We also incorporate a variety of other resources on a daily basis to create a fuller Music Education experience.
3rd grade students have received recorders and will soon be starting Recorder Karate.  
Using this system, students will receive belts for each song they are able to play. The belts start simple with the white belt’s “Hot Cross Buns” and make their way up to the black belt’s more advanced “Ode to Joy.”  Students may come in for extra practice during specified morning and lunch recess periods.
4th grade students will also spend time this year revisiting Recorder Karate and will also have the opportunity to test for belts.
4th and 5th grade students are busy preparing for our upcoming Harvest Festival concert:

The theme for our 25th anniversary of the Harvest Festival is “25 year Academy Awards Countdown.”  We will perform as part of the Finale Concert on September 20th at 4:45 p.m. in the Geneseo City Park.  The rain location will be the Geneseo High School Gym.  Please let me know if your child will be unable to attend.   We hope to see you there!

Earlier in the day on September 20th, there will be a talent show for which 4th and 5th graders may audition. Many students have already spoken to me regarding their acts.  Please have your child see me this week if they are interested in auditioning.  I will assist students during morning and lunch recess times in putting together their acts.  We will hold “auditions” here at Northside during the week prior to September 10th to prepare students for the official audition.   The official audition will take place on September 10th from 3:30-5:30 p.m. in the choir room of Geneseo High School.  Parents will be responsible for bringing their children to and from this audition.  Students should sign up with me NOW for a high school audition time.  All acts that audition at the High School will have the opportunity to perform at the Northside Halloween Talent Show on October 30th.
Harvest Fest Volunteers needed! The weekend’s success depends on numerous volunteers.  Please consider assisting with events either Saturday or Sunday.  You may view different areas where help is still needed and sign up on GPAC’s VolunteerSpot at: http://vols.pt/keCf6f .  All Proceeds from the weekend’s events benefit music and theatre programs from Kindergarten through High School in the Geneseo School District.
**As last year, a Perfect Attendance Award will be given to all 4th and 5th grade students who attend all concerts this year.**
Please feel free to contact me with any questions. My email address is meckwall@geneseoschools.org, and the phone number at Northside is (309) 945-0625.  Please also check often for updates outside the music room and at my district blog: http://gcsdstaff.org/eckwall. 
Thank you, and I look forward to another great year!

Sincerely in Music,

Mike Eckwall
Northside Fine Arts Dates 2015-16
Harvest Fest Talent Show Auditions (4th and 5th grades)- Thursday, September 10, 3:30, 2015, HS Choir Room.

Harvest Festival (4th and 5th grades): 

Sunday, September 20, 2015 Geneseo City Park (rain location HS Gym)
· Talent Show 3:00 p.m.

· Finale Choir Concert 4:45 p.m. 
Northside Halloween Talent Show (4th and 5th grade acts perform)- Friday, October 30, 2015, Time TBA, Northside Gym

Northside Christmas Programs- Thursday, December 17, 2015, HS Auditorium (Grades K-1 6:00 p.m.), (Grades 2-3 6:45 p.m.), (Grades 4-5 7:30 p.m.)

Geneseo Christmas Walk (4th and 5th grades)- Saturday, December 12, 2015, Location TBA, Southwest 3:30 p.m., Millikin 4:00 p.m., Northside 4:30 p.m.
Music in Our Schools Concert (4th and 5th grades)- Tuesday, March 1, 2016, 7:00 p.m., HS Gym

Northside Fine Arts Day- Friday, March 18, 2016

All-Unit Concert (4th and 5th grade)- Monday, May 2, 2016, 7:00 p.m., HS Gym

5th grade Recorder Concert Practice- Monday, May 9, 2016, 1:00 p.m., Millikin Gym

5th grade Recorder Concert- Monday, May 9, 2016, 7:00 p.m., HS Gym

Northside Spring Programs- Wednesday, May 11th, 2016, Northside Gym (Grades 4-5 9:00 a.m.), (Grades 2-3 10:15 a.m.), (Grades K-1 2:00 p.m.)

