Frosh Fluck
misses st by
nine seconds

It was a rough day for the Leaf and
Lady Leaf cross country teams at the
Rockford Guilford Sectional meet
Saturday, October 28.

“It was a tough course.” commment-
ed Coach Mel Snook. “It was very
shick and about every tum was 90
degrees,

“The girls had to make a 180
degree twn 10 meters hefore the fine
ish line. There was a %m of slowing
down and speeding up.”

Not only did the teams not qualify,
Geneseo failed 1o advance any harri-
ers to the state meet 1o be held op
Saturday, November 4 in Peoria.

The boys team placed 15th owt of
20 teams with a 1otal of 407 mmzﬁ
In first place was Moline with 12
points,

The Lady Leafs were 19th out of
20 teams with 483 points. Memmora
won the meet with 103 points.

Freshman sensation Justin Fluck
missed qualifying for state by nine
seconds with & time of 15:52. He fin-
ished in 19th place out of 157 run-
ners.

“Justin ran his begy §W§i* tver for g
three-mile course,” %33&5 Coach
Snook, “He ran emendous race.
He was thoee places w vakifving
for siate, which is the ﬁ%ig?‘g*fﬁﬁ% i
vidual place-finish for g Geneseo
freshiman boy.”

Also competing for the Leafs were
Chiris Studer (82nd in 1700, Adam
Forest {11&th in 180
{125th with 0o time availat
Farmer (130th with NTA) an
Forest (14Tth with NTAL

o the girls race, Genesen's hi
finisher was Molly Reade, comung
55th place out of 153 runners with a
ame of 15258,
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UT girls, Sherrod

joining Maroon
boys at Detweiller

By Jim Gross
Statf sports writer

ROCKFORD — The Moline
boys cross country packed it in
and then packed up for a trip to
state.

CLASS AA

Moline captured its fifth sec-
tional crown in the past eight
years, this time at the Class AA
Rockford Guilford Sectional on
a chilly and rainy Saturday.

And the Maroons qualified
for state despite the fact that at
first count, a ninth-spot finish
in 15:42 by their top finisher, ju-
nior Eli Scliz, wasn't figured
into the original team tallies. ..

Still, the Maroons 'won it
going away on a rain-slicked El-
liott Golf Course three-mile lay-
out by totalling 127 points. That
by far outdistanced Rockford
Jefferson’s 152 points.

Bloomington was third (158),
Rockford East fourth (170) and
Peoria Richwoods fifth (176).

Geneseo (15th), United Town-
ship (10th) and Rock Island
(12th) did not qualify. The top
five teams and seven individu-
als not on a qualifying squad
advanced to next Saturday’s
state meet at Peoria’s De-
tweiller Park.

“It was pretty rough out there
and I hoped everybody (his
teammates) was behind me, and
it turned out they were,” said
Soliz about the Moline finish. *“1
think it was a pretty good race.
We were pretty determined to
win, We packed it in pretty
good today. We had seven guys
in front of Richwoods.”

For UT coach Bob Feller, it
turned out to be a bittersweet
day as his girls squad placed

rriers

Liz Eli

Haney Soliz

third to advance to state and
Josh Sherrod (14th) qualified as
an individual.

But two Panthers — Everett
Casas and Larry Gant — just
missed the cut and a trip to
state.

In fact, Gant recorded the
same time as Belvidere’s Jere-
my Denhotf, but was denied be-
cause of Denhoff being a split-
second ahead of him in the
chute. Both checked in at 15:43.
Gant placed 17th and Casas 18th
in a clocking of 15:48.

“Tjust don't feel too overly ex-
cited about today,” said Feller.
“Larry Gant and Everett Casas
were the next two to go (to the
state meet). Gant is just one of
the classiest kids you ever want
to meet.”

B Maroons come a packing —
Maroon coach Jeff Quick was
quick to point out the key to

- Moline’'s dominance was its

ability to run close together, or
“packing,” as it is called in har-
rier lingo.

“This was a good example of
packing, or a good team effort,”
Quick said.

Case in point was that no Ma-
roon runner finished worse
than 48th.

After Soliz, senior Dave An-
drews took 15th (15:41), followed
by Tony Miles (27th), Braeden
Peters (35th) and Troy Thom-
son (47th)
(48th).

- “After last year, we knew we
could win it this vear because
we had everybody coming

and Travis Pation’

@é@i@ﬂj

back,” Sgliz said.

Geneseo freshman Justin
Fluck paced the Leafs with a
19th-place finish. Another
freshman, Rock Island’'s Sean
Mendoza, took 26th, while team-
mate Brett Loy took 35th.

# UT giris advance — Led by
Liz Hanev’s 11th-place finish in
a clocking of 14:28, the Panthers
roiched 174 points to take third.
Metamora was the team cham-
pion with 103 points and the
runner-up was Peoria Notre
Dame with 121 points.

Even though she just missed
a top 10 spot, Haney, last week’s
regional champ, seemed disap-
pointed by her performance.

“During the race, [ was just
trying to hang with them when
they came up beside me ... but 1
didn’t feel w¢ood. MMy legs
weren't tired and my breathing
wasn’t tired. [ just felt I couldn’t
go at all,” Haney said. "It might
have been mentally; [ thought I
was ready for itf, but maybe
not.”

“Liz didn't run as well as she
thought she should have run,”
Feller said. I know more than
100 girls right now who would
be glad to be in her spot.”

Also helping out UTHS in a
big way was Greta Swanson
(17th), Amanda Lewis (36th) -
Jessica Hess (56th) and Kristy
Garcia (74th).

Garcia’s performance was
one Feller singled out.
“1 thought Kristy really,

stepped it up,” Feller said. "She
didn’t run very well last week
and really came through for us
today.”

The next best Q-C area team
finish was Rock Island (15th),

Geneseo (19th).

Rock Island was paced by
Amy Radosevich (27th) and
Jesse Atkins (31st). Molly Reade
topped the Leafs with a 55th
placement. Moline was led by
Holly Long's 659th-piace finish.
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ILLINOIS CROSS COUNTRY

by'muddy conditions

By Chad Dare
QUAD-CITY TIMES

Saturday’s sectional cross coun-
try meets all had a single commeoen
thread.

Both the Class A meet at
Oregon, Ill., and the Class AA meet
in Rockford, Ill., were effected by
wet conditions that were better for
ducks than runners.

The Quad-City area compet-
itors didn’t fare so well in the slop.

The Class AA competition at
Rockford Guilford was also plagued
by problems with results and scor-
ing.

“It was a great course,” Moline
coach Jeff Quick said. “But, they
had some problems with the finish
area and they did a poor job of cor-
rectly scoring the meet.”

Despite the problems, Moline
captured the sectional title with its
balanced attack with its top five
runners all placed in the top 50.

“We ran so well that it didn’t
matter about the scoring,” Quick
said.

Eli Soliz led the Maroons with a
ninth-place finish. He wasn’t close
to the top 10 until his final kick.

“I went all out down the
stretch,” said Soliz. “The key to us
winning was the fact that Jeff
Hansen and I beat Mr. and Mrs.
Quick in euchre on Friday night.
We beat them before the regional
meet as well.”

United Township’s Josh Sher-
rod advanced individually to state
with a l4th-place finish but Larry
Gant and Everett Casas failed by
two spots as they were 17th and
18th, respectively. »

_ “I really thought we were going
to get all three to state,” UT coach
Bob Feller said. “It’s really disap-
pointing for them to be so close and
to miss. Larry Gant is pure class.
He's a terrific kid to work with.”

Class AA girls

United Township’s Liz Haney
didn’t have the type of runm she
wanted on Saturday as the regional
champion finished 11th.

But Haney advanced to stale
along with the rest of her team-
mates as the Panthers took third in
the team standings.

“I don’t know what was wrong,
but [ just didn’t have it,” she said.
“My goal was for the team to make
if.

“From the start 1 didn’t have it.
Whenever a girl would pull along-
side of me, I just tried to hang with
them. I felt better in the last quar-
ter-mile of the race than [ did dur-

ing any part of before that. I
thought | was ready. I guess I
wasn't.”

United Township’s trip to state is
thanks in part to its No. 4 and 5
runners — Jessica Hess and Kristy
Green. ;

“Sophomore Kristy Green ran
very, very well,”” Feller said. “Our
fourth runner, Jessica Hess, is just a
freshman and she came through
wonderfully under the pressure.”

Sycamore advznced to state with
a fourth-place finish. It is coached
by former Moline prep Rob Har-
vey.
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