Nathan Schlindwein works hard to stay in the lead of the  Jim Kiss prepares himself to land on the soft pit.
line of runners.

Kyle Fluck pushes forward to the
end of his race.

Below: Josh Reschke jumps
through the air into the sand.
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BoyS' Track

Alex Henry uses his muscles to
fling his body over the pole.

Boys’ Track F/S
Front: Skylar Miller, Jordan Wildermuth, Doug Adans, Wyatt Brieser, Brian Sandoval, Blake
Widick, Tony Lyttles, Corey Hopkey. Second: Andrew Sharp, Ben Arnett, Ryan Norin, Brady
Piepenbrink, Brady Schnowske, Augie Anderson, Cody Leamen, Corey McNeil, Joel
Butterfield, Kyle Wayne. Third: Bill Barton, Mathew Carton, Robert Reese, Eric Darwin,
Shaun Russell, Kyle Glazier, Joe Paradiso, Caleb Diericx,, Kevin Powell, Shaun Willians,
—————————1 Justin Ogilvie. Back: Byron Stanley, Jake Stohl, Brandon Rokis, Matt Minnaert, Scott Rule,

“| Justin Heaton, Andrew Hull, Jake Woolsey, Dan Woolsey, Andy Wallace.

SEASON RECORDS

FROSH/SOPH
Duals 6-1
: Indoor NCIC 2nd
Dixon F/S 3rd
Sterling Frosh 2nd
NCIC 3rd
Geneseo F/S 1st

VARSITY
Duals 9-2
Indoor NCIC 4th

Shipley 3rd Boys’ Track Varsity

Rock Island 5th | Front: Brad Mattan, Andre Jackson, Pat Turner, Eric Wallace, Steve Loftus, Nathan
McCormick 2nd | Schlindwein, Ryan McLaughlin, Alex Henry, John Kroener. £Second: Mike Matakas, Tim
NCIC 2nd | Holevoet, Aaron Kuban, Luke Steinkopf, Tim Allison, Kale VanAntwerp, Aaron Borkgren,

| Caleb Dierecx, Kyle Fluck, Shaun Russell. Third: Luke Thompson, Justin Trujillo,
Andrew Fehlman, Jake Swanson, Nate Vorac, Chris Springer, Alan McCormic, Cody
Haars, Luke Reschke, Matt Paulson Back Ryan Anderson, Jim Kiss, Kory Klemmer,
Travis Vandersnick, Derek Wahlheim, Curt Russell, Garrick Wayne, Shane Verstraete,
Josh Reschke, Scott Mapes, Jake Glazier.

Sectionals 5th

164 Eyes in Motion 7
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BY JA_SON PEAKE »

- Republic Sporis Editor

For Genesgo boys track
coach Mel Snook, the season
couldn’t bugm quick cnﬁugh
Snook, in his tenth year as
Maple Leafs couch, says he
* s ready 10 go. |

“I'm looking forward to

i to be an exciting one,”
' Snook said:
We! ve got the talent:to

Track season
and runnning

Snook has talented bunch back

‘the season, 1 think it’s-going

year, We ve good overxll
balance on the team.” 67
Snook added that so far it
has bccn hard .to gauge
where hns feamisat, - . 2
“Withxmx “having 2 meet yet
it’s hard to see where weﬂ!

fit ig, but ovegall, T ‘think we

‘hive an excellent chmcc*

Snook said. < 4l
One main reuoa»Snook

outlook would have to be the,
rcmmmg )eneminnm ie'

lmmmmg.y

S ozre )

'mennoned for his positive
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TRACK: Boys track team begins year Tuesday -

‘8 Continued from BI.
has back.

Snook has 18 returning
‘varsity lenterwinners back in
action this spring and about
ninety total team members,

He added that the seniors

‘on the team have impressed

him, )
“We've got greal seniur
leadership. There's alot

more seniors out this year

than we've had in the phst. |
basically consider all of them

‘captains right now,” Snook

said.
The veteran coach ddded

‘that the team, especially the

seniors, desperately want a

‘conference championship,

Withthccmscountryteam

Jjust missing a conference
‘title and the. ftm thtt the
football, bukctbail and
wrestling tmum also didn't

unc& runner, and "S

discus, is also back.

Sprinters Luke Steinkopf
dnd Jake Swanson are also
- back for Snook.

Aaron  Kuban, Josh
Rcschke. Derek Wahlheim
~and Garrick Wayne are also
rewrning. Icucrwmncrs.

Kuban runs sprints and
does the pole vault, wh;!e
Reschke is a jumper,

Wahlheim and Wayne run
the 800 for the team.

Snook also lmsat,«.'vcrai3
Jjunior returning letterwinners’
back. -

Dylan Kcnncy runs sprints
and also is a Jumpcx while
Brad Mattan is a d:stance
runner.

Also back is Cun Russcll
who runs sprints nnd is.a
)umpet d
Other returning jqufl
mcludc Lnkc Thompsoh

' Tlixjilio who is a ¢

2
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B_Y. JASON PEAKE
Republic Sports Editor
" As the memories of ath-

letes and coaches from.long |
‘ago

cime to  mind,
Geneseo’s Dale Lodge real-
ized hing.

He Aias reached a mile-
stone.

lLodge, 84 years-young,
has new been helping out
the Geneseo track programs
for 50 years.

“This is the way [ faund it
aut. My old friend Vernie
Holevort asked me a couple
weeks -ago how many years
I"vg been going 1o track
meets.

“1 told him, ‘ch, 40 1o 45
vears.” He said, "No Dale. |
graduated in 1953 and you
were there that year."”

Lodge then thought sbout
it and remembered that must
have been his first year
helping out,

“I"ve been at it a long
time. but | guess 1T didn't
reslize st was that long.

“1 guess I've got a mark
now, 50 years.” Lodge
laughed.

Lodge then recalled that
he began helping out his
frieng fohn MeCormick,
wha was the boys track
cpach ut the time.

Geneseo nzfmebate LOdge reﬂects on his ﬁfty
‘years helpmg out the Geneseo track teams -

“I just. wanted to help out
any way 1 c@u!d Lodge

. said.

When Lodge first began to
help out, he was the official

‘timer of the events.

Currently. Lodge is the
“official string holder.”

The 1936-graduaic of
Geneseo High School now
tiolds the string at the finish
line at every home track

‘meet,

For Genesco track fans,
Lodge has become a fixture
on the Sidelines.

“I"ve missed very few
track meets over the vears.”
he said.

“I've only missed one
home meet that |
recall.” Logype added

One might ask why Lindge
has heen willing to
teer his time for ~o many
yeuars,

“That's an euasy
Lodge quickly rephied. “The
higgest thing is that [ like to
do it and 1 like the events.”

He added the penonal sat-
isfaction of helping out the
program is shw & reason b
attends the meets

Anuother
hikes o attend the meets 1~
to be arcund the athletes

*1 fike to sec the kids per-

cuan

sofun.

reason Lodge

one. T

form and you g:t to meel "
lot of nice young people.”
he said.

Lodge also mentioned that 1
he’s made = lot of friends by~

talking to people on the
sidelines.

A turning point for Lodge
came in the early seventies
when the girls track pro-
gram was introduced.

He said when the girls
began ta run, they were
very green.”

He added that girls track
has come along way and
now he actuaily prefers girls
track 10 Rovs.

“The girls have come on
so strong singe 1974, And
the girly are such fantastic
campetiturs, They seem to
want 1o win so bad.” he
sard. o

He added that be hus seen
several great runners in hix
e on the sidelines.

Lodge Jeanine
White., Ann Gustalson.
Jackie  Carton-Russell.
Diane Anderson. Lo Petit-
Woird and Kelles
Timmerman as some of the

Pisted

tep runpers be has seen in
Geneseo.

Amazingly, Lodge can still
recall specific times that

several of the unners have

Republic fholo by Jason Peske

HOLDING THE STRING. Geneseo's Dale Lodge holds the
string &t the finish fine at a girls track race Tuesday night.
Lodge has now been helping out the program for 50 years.

recorded and the events they
participated in.

But the one track athlete
he said is the best Geneseo
runner he has ever seen
sould be Jenny Luke.

“She was the most out-
standing girl ve ever
seen.” Podge said.

“1 wutched her come up

through the grade school
fevel and she was some-
thing.

I remember when she was
10 the eighth grade. they ran
the beys and the givhy weeth-
er in the same raee. It was the
mife run and she wenl out
there and beat all the boys”
# Please see LODGE, B2 _
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LODGE . Helping the Leafs for 50 years

‘l Continned fmm Bl

Lodge said. -

- “My dear little friend who
went to South Carolina was
thirty secomds better than the
first boy tba! day ‘Lodge

» smd

“Can you vmagmc that?
That has always smck in my
mmd." M Slw-

As the mmm flooded
back o Lodge, he pauséd,
muled and iﬁad “Jenny

,Lm-waw. she wu wme :

) m

“’Iﬁtnamm 1 do
mwgawwwimpw-

.p}é!‘kzb#" <25

So why track?
“I've always liked: xmk, 1

" used go run myuﬂ'. Lo&ge

said.
“It's & team spoﬂ. huz it
comes down 10 you and the

“other kid,” Lpdge said. |

Lodge then recalled his
most memorable moment as a
runnéer. He said the best race
of his life came a1 a sports
festival in Champugn in

-1936. S

"1 used o run wub mree of
Smy friends and they ‘would
)I_my_s best me; Imean évery

‘nmc T would lose,” hc said.

“The summer after 1 gradu-
ated from high school I knew
there was this festival in
August that we were all
£oing to panicipate in,

“On the farm, we were o
haif mile owt from the mail-
box. so everyday that sum-
mer | ran o get the mail.” he
said,

“I like to see the kids

perform and you get

to meet a lot of good
eople.”

peop ~Dale Lodge,

On heiping the track toam,

“WE first had to run at the
Cambridge Fairgrounds and I
just whipped those guys’
butts,” Lodge Iaughed

“] got to go down to
Champaign and I’ ﬂ never for-
get it

“There were 48 guys run-
ning in the half mile. We had

three lines of 16 guys lined
up and of course,

side edge of the track. -
Buz l came in thtrd place

' I was on’
the last spot on the hack out- -

- overall and ﬁni:hed in jusf .':‘
over two mmmes. Lodge

said. “I'lt never forget ™ hc
rtpeated

in addmon 10 helpmg the
track pmgram Lodge said he

began ummg m:u!mg
CVENLS years ago.
“1 timed wrestimg meets
for 30 years,” Lodge said.
“Elmer Reedy and i\weﬂ: a
team back then timing
wrestling meets,” he said.

He said he btcame evén .

more interested in wrestling

when his-son, Scott’ took up’

the sport in- 3966

“That r&akiy got me. mlc
wnstimg Lodgcsmd _

To date, Lodge has sceﬁ
five NCAA wrc;t!mg meets
in pcﬁ'on

Most rqc:miy he {mveled -

to Kansas City to watch
Maline’s Matt. Lackey.

He said he spent three days-
mmghz at the event: wau:bing_
the wn:ulmg\ :

- “I'ny just nuts on spom.

he said, mentioning that he

likes to attend the Green

‘Machine football games, 00.
~ Lodge, who worked as 8
sales clerk fo; Lmdsey_

Bro:hcrs auction service for
40 years, said he likes 1o stay
mvcimd in other things ns
well '

“I'm always invoi_ved in

. 'somcihmg. he said.

He lists his other hobbies as_ ;
raising money for causes hc

, believes in.

With help from his. w:fc,

'V.Ann. Lodge said he ‘has
“heiped raise money for the -

Geneseo band program,’ the .
“infloor swimming pool at the .
. Community Center: nnd the :

Geneseo museum.

He Aalso noted that he loves ©.
: m fix: np old bouses in his

spare ume.
‘When wikmg m Lodgc

tbough it becomes obvious -
~ that he is a true sports fan..
Thmkmg back to the many,

- many. years he has witnessed -
‘Geneseo mck meéets first- =
. bmd. Lodge’s fw: litup,

“I’ve enjoyed’ c\cry ycar

hcsaid

And whén asked how lnng_‘.

he would continue to hclpou!‘. ,
“the: team, Lodge dxdn t hcs:- :

tate a bit.
His zuponse, “as iong as 1
can mnd up.” . ;



