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Tracksters set
sights on third
straight N.C.1.C. title

A guest for a thind consecutive North
Central Minois Conference (N.C.LL)
championship is among the goals of the
Geneseo varsity boys track team as it
prepares for the 1992 season.,

The Leafs return 17 lenerwinmers this
year, including three that qualified for
the state meet a year ago. David
Farmmer and Ben Hahn comprised half
of the 1600 meter relay team that fin-
ished nimh at swie while distance ace
Andy Snook competed in the 3200
heter run,

Also letiering for the Leals a year ago
were weightmen Seth Graham, Nate
Culbertson and Andy Porier, jumpers
Mate Durick, leremy Holke, Darin
Lavery and Tom Britton, sprinters Eric
Mewion and Mick Sable, pole vaulters
Brady Rasmussen and Chad Sager,
middle distance runners Josh Pierce
and Mitch Pray and distance man Karl
Taets. The athletes listed above will
compete in severad events cach.

The Leafs could start a bit slower than
some of the teams in the area due 10 the
weather. The cold conditions have
delayed work on the new track at the
high school and at least 10 consecutive
days of 50 degree weather are nesded
o complele the job. With no wack ©
rain on, the Leafs have been limited 0
road work or practcing in the gym.

“We put tittde emphasis on the indoor
meets al the beginning of the season.
We want 1o be peaking and performing
our best when the championship meets
come around at the end of the sesson,
starting with the McCormick
Invitational,” noted Coach Don
Fredericks, entering his seventh season
with the Leafs.

The McCormick Invite is siated for
Friday, May 8. Other big meets for the
Leafs this scason are the East Moline
Kiwanis Relays on Saturday, &gl 11,

the Rock Islend Invitsdonal on Priday,-

April 24 and the Sterling Invitational
on Friday, May 1. Geneseo will host
the N.C.LC. meet on Friday, May 15,

Coach Fredericks will have three
assistants working with him this sea-
son. Denny Diericx will handle the
weightmen and Me! Snook is back 1o
work with the jumpers, MNew W the
staff this year is Marty Martens, who
will supervise the sprinters and hur-
diers,

Dixon, Sterling, Ottaws and the Leals
are among the favories in the confer-
ence mee! this season, ac:x:wdmg 1o
Coach Fredencks,

“Dixon has some big-meel performers
back, Sterling: ver 100 kids out
this season and ways strong and
The other
schools in the confereace have some
good individuals, but | think team-wise
it cogld come down to us, Dixon
Sterling and Ottawa,

“During my six years here, we've {in-
ished first three tmes and second three
dmes. We're hoping this is the vear
that puts us over the hump,” smiled
Coach Fredericks.

The Leafs, who sert g skeleton team

io the Macomb Invilational on
Sawrday, March 7, sent a full 1eam 1w
the Westwood Sports Complex on
Tuesday, March 17 and picked up a
pair of vicwories. Ceneseo amassed 31
poinis to top both Dixen (76) and
Rochelle (15).

Picking up firsts for the Leafs were
Eric Mewton in the 55meter low hur-
dles (7.72 seconds) and 35-meter high
hurldes (8.14 seconds), Brady
Ragmussen in the pole vaul {117}, Ben
Hahn in the 200 {23.98 seconds) and
400 (53.61) and Andy Snook in the
600 (4:41 3.

Second place fnishers for the Leafs
were Rasmussen in the high jump,
Snook in the pole vault and 800, Derck
Wright in the wriple jump., Karl Tacts in
the 3200, David Farmer in the 35-meter
low hardles and Hahn in the 55-meter
dash. Also picking up seconds were

-the 300 relay team of Wright, Landon

Menmann, John Smith and Bick Sable,
the 1600 relay temm of Sable, Eric

Misfeldt, Newton and Farmer and the
3200 relay team of Misfeldt, Ryan
Carter, Andy Hebden and Eric
“Third place %ni&hv:rs for-the Leafs
were Jim Van Acker in the shot put,
Bill Campbell in the hign jump, Lavery
in the long iump, Drarick in the wiple
e, Farmer in the 55-meter high hur-
dles, Sable in the 55-meter dash,
Misfeidt in the 800 and Smith in the
200

The Geneseo frosh-soph boys rack
tearn alse picked up wins at Sterling,
wialling 72 points 1o defeat Dixon (61)
and Rochelle (377,

First place finishers for the Leaﬂﬁi
were Brign Greene in the pole vauil
(9'6™, Jeff Causemaker in the mp§e
jump {3575-1/47), Brad Johnson in the
55.meter low hurdies (8.40 seconds)
and 55-meter high burdles (9.08 seo-
onds) and Jeremish Shosmaker o the
S5-meter dash (7.03 seconds).

Placing second were Mike Poppen in
the shot put, Phil Gradent in the high
fump, Shoemaker in the long jump,
Troy Boelens in the triple junp, Josh
Inch in the 3200, Causemaker in the
35-meter low gnd high burdies and Dan
Flood in the 408-Also claiming second
were the 1600 relay team of Maut
Wilson, Phil Smith, Poppen and Spiro
Liras and the 3200 relay wam of Chad
Selimarn, Joe Lofius, Anderson and
Jeremish Waggoner.

Third place finishers for Geneseo
were Boelens in the high jump, Andy
Wissen in the pole vaull, Adam Radicic
in the 3200, Sellman in the 800 and
Johuson i the 200,

The Leafz will make the irip wo
Stprling apain on Tuesday, March 29 w
battle Steriing and Freeport at
Westwood.
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