STERLING - In their first ap-
pearance at the Sterling Invitational
Relays, Geneseo's varsity boys’ track
team turned in a stunning performance
and finished in a tie for third with the
host Golden Warriors. ‘

Rockford Guilford captured the title
with 75 points just ahead of Rock Is-
iand with 72. Geneseo and Sterling
finished with 56 points apiece fol-
lowed by FPreeport 53, Ottawa 48,
United Township 36, Morton 21,
Galesburg 18, Moline 12, Rock Falls
11 and Dixon 10.

Guilford edged out the Rocks in the
race for the gold when Rock Island
was disqualified in the 440 low hurdle
shuttle. The leafs quickly moved up
from sixth place with six events
remaining thanks to the efforts of the
team mile race wio of Adam
Boardman, Bryan Glass and Josh
Pierce. The team tied a meet record
with a stunning nine-point effort. The
threesome together with Andy Snook
teamed up for a first in the 3200 relay
on 2 winning mark of 8:05.2.

The 1600 relay foursome of Ben
Hahn, David Farmer, Mike
VanDeVelde and Boardman ran in

first place finishers Freeport. Also
. placing second was the varsity 440

:56.43.

second with a time-of 3:27.42 behind

low hurdle shutfle am of Eric New-
ton, Derek Wright, David Farmer and
Shane McKibbon with a mark of

The foursome teamed up 1O take
third in the varsity 300 high hurdle
shuttle (:43.33). The frosh-soph 400
relay squad added a third with a time
of :45.60. The team included Newton,
Ryan Sheddan, Derek Wright and
Landon Neumann.

Tn dual meet competition last week,
the Leafs ran over Moling by a score
of 85-65. McKibbon was a double in-
dividual winner after breaking the
string in both the 300 intermediate
(:42.1) and 110 high hurdles (:15.7).

Glass took first in the 1600 with a
time of 4:45.3 and ran on the winning
3200 squad with Pierce, Jason Van-
Vooren and Boardman (9:09.7).
Boardman won the 800 with 2:04.6.

Andy Snook won the 3200
(10:08.2), Mike VanDeVelde in the
200 (:23.14), and Andy Porter the shot
put 446 1/2%,




Seventh tr to tling

not a lucky one for Rocks |

‘By Kerry Patrick
Staff sports writer

STERLING — D and Q.

When set side by side they can be
the most frightening two letters for
a frack and field athlete, let alone a
track and field team. Friday night at
the 41st running of the Sterling Invi-
tational Relays, it was Rock Island
getting tagged with a disqualifica-
tion in the 440 low hurdle shuttle re-
lay that aliowed Rockford Guilferd
to come away with the title

Exactly * a
week ago, Rock
Island beat out
Guilford for the
Rocky Invita-
tional title.

“I' think we
mateh up well
with them in a
number of ar-
eas,” said Rock
Island coach AdamBoardman
Ed Lillis. “The sprints and hurdles
for both teams are good. But one of
our 'low hurdle events cost us with
that DQ. That would have been all
we would have needed to win.

“One of the men going out left his
mark early. You can’t do that” -

In the varsity events, Rock Island
' -placed second four times, but never
won an event. Guilford, meanwhile,
captured three first places and out-

cored the Rocks 75-72 for the team

itle. Host Sterling and Geneseo tied
for third with 56 points, while Unifed
Township (36 points) and Moline
(12) settled for seventh and 10th
place; respectively.

For both Guilford and Geneseo, it
was their first trip at the Sterling
Relays, but for defending champ
Rock Island it was only the second
| time in the last seven years they
had failed to finish first. Minus the
field events; Rock Island did place
in the top five in all the relays ex-
: cept for the one miscue.

Geneseo made a furious move up
the standings after sitting in sixth
place with just six events remain-
ing. The Maple Leaf {rio of Adam

Boardman, Bryan Glass and Josh
Pierce guided the comeback with a
first-place effort in the feam mile
race.

“Boardman had a season best,
He’s been unpushed all season,”
said Geneseo coach Don Fredef
icks. “Also, Glass and Pierce had
personal bests. I was really happy
for those guys.”

The threesome also teamed with
Andy Snook fo win the 3200 in a
time of 8:05.80.

“In the two-mile relay we kicked
off 31 seconds off our best time of
the season because our two two-mil-
ers, Snook and Glass, were in
there,” Fredericks added. “They
usually don’{ have a chance to-be'in
there at the same t{ime, so we

. loaded up. Same thing with our mile

relay.”
In the 1600 relay, Ben Hahn

David Farmer, Mike VanDeVeld |
and Boardman 1iiffiéd In a secord- |

place showing of 3:27.42. That vas
preceeded by a second-place faish
from the 440 shuttle crew of Eric
Newton, Derek Wright, Farmer and
Shane McKibbon.

Thepnly other first-place race the
Quad-City schools had to sffer for
the boys varsity teams wss United
Township in the long junp. Souk
Kongkuosonh, Josh Crisp and Dave
Stone added their bes! leaps to-
gether and totalled 61-fzet, %-inch.
Although the Panther shot put {rio
did not place in the fop five,
Dameon Dunbar earned individual
honors for the event by tossing 51-8.

UT also represented the only lo-

cal school in the abbreviated girls |

division. -Of the five varsily races,
the Panthers won two, while Ster-
ling captured three, including a
meet record in the 1600 relay.

“We were real balanced,” said UT
girls coach Carlo Ferrerl “We
didn’t have any one girl stand out.
They all did their part?”

Mike Shannon paced the Moline
attack by running a leg on the 3200
relay (second place), the 800 relay
(fifth) and the 1600 relay (fifth).
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Hipubiis phois by Jerry Hata
YOUR TURN. Bryan Glass {right} and Adam Boardman teamed
with Josh Pierce and Andy Snook to caplure first place in the 3200
meter relay in the Sterling Invilaliona! held Friday, April 26. Thelr
time was a blazing 8:05.8. The Leals finished tied for third in the
12-team field. See the adjoining story for details.



