_ ecords...records....rccords....that is
‘'about as many records as Todd Akers re-
set with his 6'11" high jump during the
Geneseo Quadrangular held Tuesday,
May 3.

. Akers i is said to have almost cleared 7

’ when the bar quivered before wmblmg
to Lhe ground

: 6'11" jump broke the meet record,
school record, Akers' personal record as
well as .being the highest in the state for
Class Al so far this year, .0 -5 %0
"When [ got, to the meet Tuesday, g
Wendell Akers, Todd's father stated,
“assistant coach Vic Boblett grabbed me‘ :

. -and told me Todd had.a great pracuce. ~ were Dean Lewis, third plac

' He said he'd jump 6'11".".. 5 Tumer, fifth, ! , *®

Earlier .in the quadrangular, Akers “Phil Walsh also ¢laimed the gold for
cleared 6'9", then, on his third atternpt at 'Geneseo when he ran the 1600 meter

7 foot, he got his hips o ‘Tace m 4:29.8. Justin VanVooren fol-
: mcked it with an,ankle et hile:

- It was cxcmng, and it rcally hasn't s
sunk in yet,” said Geneseo's school .- Steve Zobrist and Mark Reade
record holder, who ‘had twice clearc(L.. cIaxmed one and two in the 300 low hur-
6’8" this spring. - “dles in the victors cause while the 1600

. Akers said he dehberately slowed» the .meter rcia_y team of Reade, Shawn
start of his approach. "I changed my . -
step. I moved back 10 feet and started
out slower in the begmnmg The wind"
helped a lot , that plus we moved the pit
around to take advantage of it (the wind)
and in so doing, we dzdnt have to take

* part of the approach on .grass,” Akers
commued S e e g T

"I was just barely missing at 69"

: practxce Monday Istopped and d
to 'save it’ for the meet.”, '
+ *Sterling took the event under wmdy .

“condition with a team total of 88 points.

» Gcncseo placed second. 77 points,

-

ded,




By Keith Brake™ - . v
: Steff sports writer . ) .
GENESEQ — Geneseo high jumper
- Podd Akers was excited when he came
, home from practice Monday night, and bis
father, Wendell, picked up on that right
.away.- =~ . : -
5" “When I got to the meet Tuesday,” said
" the elder Akers, “Vic Boblett (an assistant
.track coach) grabbed me and told me Todd
“had a great practice. He said he'd jump &

ALY : R
1L,-darned If Todd Akérs didn't jump

s

. We
611, .
‘. Earlier in Tuesday's quadrangular, he
" cleared 8-9, then, on his third try at 7 feet,
! he got his hips over the bar, but nicked it
“with an ankle, and down it fell. -
i “It was exciting, and it really hasn't
“ gunk In yet,” said Geneseo's school record .
! holder, who- had twice cleared 8-8 this
" spring before Tuesday’s huge effort in a
meet agalnst Sterling, Bettendorf, and Clin-
.-ton.
. “He had been super-aggressive in prac- -
“tice,” sald Bo
* life.” -,
. ‘The jump was achleved
v wind at the athletes’ backs. “That wind -

i

ers

" "helps you o increase y

blett. “His legs just came to

proach,” sald Geneseo jumps coach Mel
.Snook. “You don’t have to work so0'hard on

the approach, and you
-the jump.”
Akers sald he

in the beginning,” said

wind helped a lot, that plus we moved the
pit around to take advantage of it, and in .
so doing, we didn’t have to take part of the |

. approach on grass. .
’ 1y m

“1 was just bare

_ tice Monday. I stopped,-and decided to
‘save it' for the meel,” saidv Akers,

. thought I'd do pretiy w
Akers’ leap brought

. Don Fredericks bounding down the track,
hands raised in jubilation. It also brought

- poteworthy handshakes and advice from
" athletes -and - coaches from Sterling,
.. Geneseo’s arch rival. And, the jump stole
the thunder from the
good one, bringing together four solid pro- -

i

) deliberately slowed the
- start of his approach. “I changed my step. I~
“ moved back 10 feet, and started out slower

grams. . .
~ Sterling won it, 87 to 76 over Geneseo,
with 2 strong ; - with Clinton and Bettendorf finishing with
.50 and 47, ro_:spectively. Sterling swept the

) jumps

;- first four places in the pole vault and the*
< first three in the triple jump — the last two
” recorded events —to grab the win. Other :
highlights included: - oo s
o A one-two finish by Maple Leafs Steve
"Zobrist (40.26) and Mark Reade (40.66) in’
_the 300-meter low hurdles; ) N
i e Geneseo firsts by Phil Walsh In the -
1,600 (4:20.8), Derek Allen in the discus
-’(159-6%), and strong second-place efforts -
by Walsh in the 3,200 (10:05.29) and by -
Mike Haars in the 800 (2:01.71) A
Sterling sprint star Donnie Dittmar won -
" the 100 (11.28), the 200 (22.70} and the 400 .
- {52.28). Bettendorf’s Greg Brown was in on

our s;;eéd on the ap-

can concentrale on -

‘the 8-4 senior. “The

issing at 6-9 in prac-*-

1 - four wins, including the 110-meter high hur-~
ell.” ©owo - dles (15.23), the long jump (21-2%) and two
Geneseo head coach - sprintrelays. -~ . . - .o o nos

Geneseo and Sterling are jockeyingin ad- -

- vance of the NCIC meet; this was the first"
Golden Warrior win over the Leafs this
- spring, but both sides were missing some
- key personnel, - ' . N
“Clinton’s distance people made a differ- .
ence. But, we were after good seed times,
-~ and it was good competition,” said
' Fredericks, “The biggest thing about this’
. entire day-was Todd Akers going 6-11 in
.the high jump. That was just fantastic.” 3

meet, which was a -

Genaseo high jumper T
star did clear 6-11 arlier in

odd Akers fails to clear {

the meet Tuesday. (Photo

he high jump bar at 7-feet, but the Maple Leaf
by Keith Brake)



'Also eammg thxrd place finishes were
the 3200 relay of VanVooren, Alexander,
,;Clmsuan Michaelsen and Barry Bassier
in addition fo the 400 relay team of Bud
_:‘*Bennmgton _ t, Reade and
Zobnst., i

i1 the 110
‘high hurdles whﬂe Zobrist followed in
- fifth. Bennington took fourth in the 100
eter dash and led the 800 relay to, the
‘same slot. Joining him in the relay were
“Durick, Leamen and Blunt. ’
) Wachte] and Jackson grabbed on to
fourth and fifth places for Gencseo in
he 400 meter race. ADunck and Akers
took fifth in the po!e: vaulf and long .
15. jump events,’ ‘Tespectively while Tuner Gengfiqgufgmngt:!?r i
~and Durick ‘went four andfive in the, o Conaes

. {1, Sterling 87 2 Geneseo 76 3 C!mmn 50; 4
mple 331mp.' ; * Bettendorf 47,

. . lndividual Rasults .
v High jump — 1. Todd Akers, Genes . 611"
: {school record); 3. Dean Lewis, Geneseo 64"
~ Don Tumer, Geneseo, 6'0°. AL
=3,600 relay —1 Chmon 3 32 3 2 Geneseo,
3:36.04. . R ) -
vPole vault X'q; Kory Kunde Sterhng,
eve Durick, Geneseo, 1270~ " .
Triple jump — 1. Neil Wolfe, Stemng 40'6-5/4"; .
-4, Turner, Geneseo 37'4-3/4 5 Dunck Gene""j
seo, 37'4-1/4". s :

¥ 400 feiay—-'l Benendorf, 44, 56 3. Geneseo.
T ,._‘46 ?3 N N
3,200—1 Dave Ladehoff Chnton 959 08 2 i
,f- Phni Walsh, Geneseo 10 05. 29 3. Brad Baker
D036, L s e ot )
, x110-high hurdles -—.1, Greg Brown Benendorf
15.23; 3. Chad Blung, Geneseo :15.86; 5. Steve
“Zobrist, Geneseo, :15.92.
o rhong jump ~— 1. Brown Benendorf 21 24/2“
. 5. Akers, Geneseo, 193",
%800 — 1. Bill Satder, Clinton, 159 94 2 M!ke
X Haars Genesec. 2:01.71; 3. M1Re Moms Gene~ ’
"800, 2:05.88. ... .. .
o400 — 1, Donnie Dmmar, Stedmg 52 28 4
Jay Wachtel, Geneseo, :55 Tyrone Jackson

08,8

#4800 relay — 1, Bstten orf 1:32.30.2, :
;.100—-1 Dinmar, Sterimg, :11.28; 4 Bud Ben-
nington, Geneseo, :11.87. ; co
“300 low hurd!es — 1: Zobrist, Gene
. 2. Mark Reade, Geneseo, :40.66. N
<--1,600 ~— 1, Phil Wa!sh Geneseo, 4:29.80; 3.

.. Jason VanVooren Geneseo 4:41 34 4. Baker
Geneseo, 4:147.76. .o :
“Shot put <. Kevm Kurtz, Chnton 50‘10" 3
‘Curt Seei, Geneseo, 473", -
: e Dsws—~1 Derek Allen, Geneseo, 1596~1/2":

blic Bhate 4, Sim Mason, Geneseo, 1381/2‘" 5. Steve Nitz,
Repgb&igcyghotgé # Geneseo 136'6-1/27. = - LG AT

. :46.56-

.

,,wms:th,e__AOO relay at the Geneseo-

,Pnnceton triangular-on
iTodd Smith and Ben
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. By Keith Brake U
. Staff spocts writer .

i GENESEO — Told

> epach?” :

“»: That was a pre&y common quéstion'A

*_around Geneseo this winter after {ootball
.coach Vic Boblett and four .other high

: school head coaches were pink-slipped by .

. the school board. .

: * Now, there's an answer: Vic Boblett is
going to be the football coach, just like he

"-was this past year,

Don Fredericks will coach track and’

cross country, like he has done the past two
years. And, Ann Jamieson, head softball
coach and freshman girls basketball couch,
has been re-hired by the boarz,

 Boblett, Fredricks and Jamieson were

among five Geneseo head coaches pink-slip-
prior to passage of a referendum in

arch. The other two, girls basketball
coach Rich Thurman, and baseball coach

Bob Stevens, were re-hired by the school g

board during April. .
" The three head coaches re-hired Tuesday
night were among a number of teachers re-

Boblett, Le

that Maple Leaf .
1 track star Todd Akers had cleared 6-11 in .
: the high jump Tuesday night, a civic leader - -
* gaid, “Greatl..who’s gonna’ be the football -

biring, and none of the tY% achers said they .

had been given their new teaching assign-.-
".ments as of Tuesday night. . . o

“Obviously, my reaction is one of relief,” -
" said Boblett, who guided the Maple Leafs
to a 9-2 record last fall in his first season

as Geneseo’s head coach.
“After the referendum was passed it was

hard for me to believe Geneseo would lose -

its head football coach in that way {pink-

slipping) after the community had rallied -

in support of ‘the schools. Through the

would turn out OK. But, my brain told me
things didn’t look very good.” .

the final three candidates for a vacant job
at Evanston High, and reached .the final
two at rapidly-growing Waubonsie Valley
High just outside Aurora. ’
Fredericks coaches hundreds of boys and

girls in his track and cross country pro--
grams. Normally, he’s upbeat; he claims he - -
hasn't met a student he didn’t like. “But.
this winter was a very stressful time,” he -

said. “Trying to have fun is the most impor-
tant part of our program, but for a while, it

. hasn’t been fun, Every day vﬁas“gray.-l '

af coaches get new life -

' "'hired by the board, Teaching assignments
-had to be adjusted to facilitate their re--"

-1 felt we.were just starting to accom-’

‘town and the people, and I want to stay.

- “The sun's out again,” sald Fredericks,

‘plish things,” said Fredericks. "I love the’ .

late Tuesday night. “There are a lot of posi- -

tive things to do.” -

Jamieson agreed that there was stress to

endure during the waiting period. “Every

» day, you bad to do something about Jooking

-for'a pew job,” she said. “Now, I feel a ..
- weight'off my shouiders. I've got the secu-

rity of knowing I'll have a job. And I'm

-; glad to be able to coach sports I love.” '
whole thing, I believed in my heart things .

Two athletes contacted late Tues'day-

- night said the news likely would be wel-
- comed today. : o :
- Boblett went job-hunting. He was one of -

Chad Loucks, a sophomore, is a pros-”
pective football player for Boblett this fall,
and, as a sprinter, already is involved with

. Fredericks and Boblett. “It's good news,”

Loucks sald. “The guys all like coach .

" Boblett a lot, and coach Fredericks gets :
- along well with everyene, too.” -

“That’s good. It's great. I'm excited,”

. said sophomore Karmen Roehrs when told .

the news. She's a distance runner, coached -
by Fredericks. “He cares about the team,”
said Roehrs. “He cares about everybody.”
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