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	Informal Domestic Powers of the President

1. Executive Orders:
· Orders issued by the President that carry the force of law

2. Executive Privilege:
· claim by presidents that they have the discretion to decide that the national interest will be better served if certain information is withheld from the public, including courts and Congress 
Legislative Skills
3. Bargaining: concessions for votes, occurs infrequently

4. Being strategic, presidents increase chances for success by exploiting “honeymoon” at beginning of term

5. Presidents may set priorities to influence Congress’ agenda; president is nation’s key agenda builder

6. A president’s popularity is closely associated with his legislative record.

7. Skills must compete with other factors that may affect Congress; they are not at the core of presidential leadership of Congress


	Formal Foreign Policy/War Powers of President 

1. Commander-in-chief, power to commit troops

2. Appointment of ambassadors and foreign policy officials

3. Negotiate/make treaties

4. Recognition of nations

5. Receive ambassadors and other public ministers.


	Informal Foreign Policy/War Powers of President

1. Executive Agreements:

· International agreements made by a president that has the  force of treaty

a. does not require Senate approval
2. Access to media/bully pulpit/morale building

3. Agenda setting

4. Meet with world leaders

5. Crisis manager

6. International coalition building

7. President has access to more information, knowledge, or expertise than does Congress

8. Recognized as global leader

	Formal Domestic Powers of Congress


	Formal Foreign Policy/War Powers of Congress

1. Passing laws

2. Appropriations (any mention of “funding”)

3. Confirmation of nominees

4. Impeachment

5. Treaty ratification

6. Congressional oversight (hearings or investigations).
7. *Declare war

8. Pass laws/resolutions regarding foreign policy issues

9. Regulate foreign commerce (including trade agreements)



	Roles of the President

1. Chief of State- chief symbol of the United States

2. Chief Executive- Administrator of the federal government. “Most powerful office in the world.”

3. Broad in foreign and domestic powers.

4. Chief Administrator- i.e. director of the Federal Government

5. Chief Diplomat- Architect of foreign policy

6. Commander in Chief- Civilian commander of the U.S. Armed Forces.

7. Chief Legislator- National agenda setter; proposes bills for consideration in Congress.

8. Chief of Party- Head of party who assists in members’ elections or appointments in office.

9. Chief Citizen- Expected to be the “representative of all the people.”  work for and represent all the people.

10. Crisis Manager- Leads country  through disasters, both natural and man-made.

Moral Persuader- The White House as a bully pulpit. (from Teddy Roosevelt, which means a platform from which to persuasively advocate an agenda.   He used the word “bully” as an adjective to mean “superior.” )

	Formal Checks on the President’s Power

	Article I

· Make laws (ex: War Powers Resolution)

· Override presidential vetoes

· Power to declare war

· Power of the purse (taxes and funding)

· Regulation of the land and naval forces

· Impeachment Power (House)

· Impeachment Trial (Senate)


	Article II

· President elected indirectly by the people through the Electoral College

· Selection of president (House) in case of no majority of electoral vote

· President must deliver State of the Union address 

· Senate approves treaties and ambassadors

· Senate approves department appointments

· “Advice and consent” of federal judge appointments (Senate)


	Article III

· Judicial review (Marbury v. Madison)

· Chief Justice presides over presidential impeachment trial (Article I)

· U.S. v. Nixon (1974)- Though the President is entitled to receive confidential advice, he can be required to reveal material related to a  criminal prosecution

· Nixon v. Fitzgerald (1982)  The President may not be sued while in office.

· Clinton v. Jones (1997) The President may be sued for actions taken before he become president.  

	Informal Checks on the President’s Power

1. Public Opinion

2. The Media

3. Partisan Politics

4. Interest Groups



	Whose powers are greater in foreign policy/war-making? Why?

1. Persuade Congress: negotiate, offer support, threats, etc.

2. Persuade public: (various means of persuasion) on foreign policy process/issues (e.g, apply pressure to Congress)
3. Ability to circumvent the formal process
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