Name of Course:  SOPHOMORE CONCERT CHOIR

Name of Instructor:  Stephen LaCroix
Course Length –  One year

Class Textbook/Materials – 


Individual published music as programmed by the director each year.

Sightsinging Complete – Bruce Benward


Pencil at all times

Description of the course – Sophomore Concert Choir:  The Sophomore Concert Choir is an elective course in which all sophomores are placed who schedule choir.  The basic understandings of music gained in the Freshman Chorale are now applied to works from all the historical periods of music as well as music from other countries.  Sophomores have more opportunity to participate in extracurricular activities.  They are expected to participate in at least five concerts outside of the school day as part of the curriculum.  In addition, students are required to meet with the director an additional ten minutes per week in a small group and/or individually for extra help.
Course content and learning objectives – 

Quarter I: 
Weekly Assessments (rhythm, sightsinging, parts from songs)

Harvest Music Fest performance preparation, Fall Concert performance preparation, ILMEA Audition preparation (Major & three forms of minor scales, triads, sightsinging)
Musical concepts, terms, song/composer history, vocal tone production: are all taught through the concert repertoire, assignments, and during individual vocal assessments.

Quarter II:
Weekly Assessments (rhythm, sightsinging, parts from songs)

Vespers Concert performance preparation.
Musical concepts, terms, song/composer history, vocal tone production: are all taught through the concert repertoire, assignments, and during individual vocal assessments.

Quarter III:  
Solo/Ensemble Recital/Contest preparation/performance,

Winter Concert performance preparation, Choir/Band Music Tour performance preparation (during travel years)
Musical concepts, terms, song/composer history, vocal tone production: are all taught through the concert repertoire.

Quarter IV:
Spring Concert performance preparation, All-Unit Concert performance preparation, Music History Unit.


Musical concepts, terms, song/composer history, vocal tone production: are all taught through the concert repertoire.

GRADED HS CHOIR EVENTS

*Individual Weekly Assessments – (rhythm, sightsinging, parts from songs)

*Harvest Music Festival

*HS Fall Choral Concert

*Vespers Choral Concert

*Solo/Ensemble Recital

*Winter Concert

*All-Unit Choral Concert

Daily/weekly assignments, grading procedures, and special projects –GRADING:

35% REHEARSAL

            A.  Necessary materials present

            B.  Rehearsal procedures followed

            C.  Participation level

25% PERFORMANCE

            A.  Culmination activity

            B.  Concert etiquette

            C.  Performance experience

            D.  Critical listening

            NOTE:  This is not an attendance grade.

Punctual for every performance without unexcused absences.  To receive an excused absence, for any reason, the director must be notified one week prior to the performance.  For excused and unexcused absences, make-up opportunity is provided upon request of the student.

40%
 INDIVIDUAL ASSESSMENTS


A. Lesson assessment includes: sight-reading, assigned performance music, and the musical elements of tone quality, rhythm, musicianship, intonation, technique, terminology, articulation, etc. Individual assessment will measure individual improvement and not be scored in a comparative nature.

          B. Written homework, papers, quizzes, tests, practice cards, where applicable.

GRADING
Geneseo School District Performing Arts Grading Policy

Includes HS Honors Band, HS Concert Band, HS Jr/Sr Choir, HS Sophomore Concert Choir, HS Frosh Chorale, MS Symphonic Band, MS Concert Band, MS Symphonic Choir, MS Concert Choir, 6th Grade Choir, 6th Grade Band.



A+
99% - 100%



C+
83% - 84%




A
95% - 98%



C
79% - 82%




A-
93% - 94%



C-
77% - 78%




B+
91% - 92%



D+
75% - 76%




B
87% - 90%



D
71% - 74%




B-
85% - 86%



D-
69% - 70%                                                                                                      








F            Below 69%

CO-CURRICULAR MUSIC ACTIVITY

ATTENDANCE POLICY

CO-CURRICULAR MUSIC ACTIVITIES: This information applies to music courses as co-curricular performance courses. Co-curricular activities occur outside of the regular class period, and are considered a class project and an objective of the particular curricular offering. Therefore, co-curricular activities are vital to the successful completion of the curricular course. Since rehearsals and performances are an extension of and vital to the curricular program, participation in all scheduled rehearsals and performances is required.

In the event that an unavoidable conflict occurs with a performance, please use the following procedure: The Director must be notified in writing as soon as the student learns of the conflict. That notification must be the attached form (found on the next page) from a parent stating the nature of the conflict. The Director should receive this note no less than one week before the conflict. This gives the Director a chance to make changes and adjustments in the ensemble

before the performance, if necessary.

Valid reasons for an excused absence include confining illness, death in the family, or a religious holiday. Extraordinary circumstances that could be excused would be described as the result of circumstances beyond the control of the student or his/her parents, such as a family wedding, mandatory college visitation, or other circumstances that cause reasonable concern to the parent for the safety or health of the student. Any absence that is not excused by the Director

shall be considered unexcused.

The reason for this carefully thought out policy is that every performing student has an effect on the other performers in the ensemble. A successful performance for all of the members of an ensemble is much more likely when all of the members are present. There is no student in an ensemble that doesn’t affect the other performers around them. Please think of performances as a final exam after a long unit of study in class. Also think of the performances in front of an

audience as the reward for all of the hard work that takes place in the rehearsal room.

For excused and unexcused absences, a make-up opportunity is provided. The student must contact the teacher and complete the make-up work in the time frame described in the Middle School and High School handbooks. Make-up grades for excused absences can earn up to full credit. Make-up grades for unexcused absences can earn up to 90% of full credit. Make-up performances are graded using a performance rubric.

The above information and the accompanying form is available from your Director, on the Director’s web site, or can be copied from the syllabus distributed on the first day of school.

Approved by Board Action 04/16/2009

REQUEST FOR EXCUSED ABSENCE FROM CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITY

Name of activity:​​​​​​____________________________________________________________________________________________

Date(s) of conflict:____________________________________________________________________________________________

Reason for absence:___________________________________________________________________________________________

Signatures:______________________________________   ___________________________________________   ______________ 

student 




parent/guardian 
      



 date

In the event of an anticipated absence, this completed form is to be submitted to the Director as soon as the student becomes aware of the schedule conflict (seven days minimum).  In case of an unforeseen absence (sickness or death in the family) a parent note must be submitted upon the student’s return to school.  E-mailed notes are not accepted. In an emergency situation, a phone call is necessary.

If absence is due to a previously scheduled school activity requiring the student’s participation, please complete the section below.

Name of conflicting school activity:_____________________________________________________________________________

Date student was informed/advised of activity:________________Name of activity sponsor:________________________________

Received by co-curricular teacher: _________________   ___________________________________________________________

Date


signature

Approved (excused absence)_____

Denied (un-excused absence)_____

Explanation if denied:________________________________________________________________________________________

The request for absence must be submitted or mailed to the director.  Under no circumstances should the request form be given to another student or any other party, then to be given to the Director.  Forms are available from your Director.  

If a student has an absence from a graded co-curricular activity for any reason, excused or unexcused, it is the student’s responsibility to contact the teacher during the first day of their return to school, to make-up performance via audio/video recording.
Amy Croft, Geneseo Middle School – 309.945.0533
Tony Hernandez, Geneseo High School/Geneseo Middle School – 309.945.0320

Stephen LaCroix, Geneseo High School – 309.945.0319

Steven Scherer, Geneseo High School – 309.945.0321

John Versluis, Geneseo Middle School – 309.945.0533
This form must be returned by FRIDAY, AUGUST 31, 2018.
We have read the Handbook and have gone over the policies.  We are aware of the required events and have placed them on our calendar.
____________________________________

(Print Last Name, First Name)

____________________________________

________________________

(Student Signature)






     (Date)

____________________________________

(Print Parent/Guardian’s Name)

____________________________________ 

________________________

(Parent/Guardian’s Signature)



                 (Date)

________________________________________________________________________

(Parent/Guardian’s Email Address)

________________________________________________________________________

(OPTIONAL Students Email Address)

ATTITUDE
“The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life.  

Attitude, to me, is more important than facts. 

It is more important than the past, than education, than money,

than circumstances, than failures, than successes,

than what other people think or say or do.

It is more important than appearance, giftedness, or skill.

It will make or break a company…a church…a home. 

The remarkable thing is that we have a choice every day regarding the attitude we will embrace for that day.

We cannot change our past…

we cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way.

We cannot change the inevitable.

The only think we can do is play on the one string we have,

and that is our attitude…

I am convinced that life is 10% of what happens to me

and 90% how I react to it.

And so it is with you…we are in charge of our

Attitudes.”
Charles Swindoll
(ATTACH FINE ARTS CALENDAR)
