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LESSON 37

CIRCLE OF FIFTHS

MAJOR SHARP KEYS

Keys are related by fifths. If we start on C (whose key signature has no sharps or flats) and
go up the scale five notes, we come to the note G (whose key signature has 1 sharp). If we
go five notes up the G scale, we come to D (whose key signature has 2 sharps). This pat-
tern continues throughout all of the sharp keys.

ct

7 sharps (Fﬂ, C#,

Gf, D§, A4, E, BY)

. Afifth above C is the key of
. A fifth above G is the key of
. A fifth above D is the key of
. A fifth above A is the key of
. A fifth above E is the key of
. A fifth above B is the key of
. Afifth above F§ is the key of

Fé
5 sharps (Fﬂ,.
ct, G4, of, Af)
6 sharps (F§, C#,
Gf, Df, AL, Ef)
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which contains sharp.
which contains sharps.
which contains sharps.
which contains ______ sharps.
which contains sharps.
which contains sharps.
which contains sharps.
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no sharps
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. Write the sharps in the order they are added to the key signatures.

= 1 sharp e

2 sharps (F§,CH)

=

3 sharps
(g, c, GB

E %
4 sharps

(4, ct, ctt, o)

Here is a helpful hint for naming sharp keys: THE NAME OF THE KEY IS ONE
LETTER NAME HIGHER THAN THE LAST SHARP IN THE KEY SIGNATURE.
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CIRCLE OF HIFTHS
MAJOR FLAT KEYS

If we start on C and go down the scale five notes, we come to the note F (whose key
signature has 1 flat). If we go five notes down the F scale, we come to Bb (whose key
signature has 2 flats). This pattern continues throughout all of the flat keys.

1 flat(Bb)
Bb

=

2 flats (Bb, Eb)

3 flats
F =T

4 flats
(Bb, Eb, Ab, Db).

Ab
2 D:I'a,l\ti (%bb, - 7 flats (Bb, Eb, Ab,

Db, Gb, Cb, Fb)
6 flats (Bb, Eb,
Ab, Db, Gb, Cb) @
> g T o

cb

1. Afifth below C is the key of which contains flat.

2. A fifth below F is the key of which contains flats.

3. A fifth below Bb is the key of which contains flats.

4. A fifth below Eb is the key of which contains flats.

5. A fifth below Ab is the key of which contains flats.

6. A fifth below Db is the key of which contains flats.

7. A fifth below Gb is the key of which contains flats.

8. Write the flats in the order that they are added to the key signatures.

Bb Eb

Here is a helpful hint for naming flat keys: THE KEY OF F MAJOR HAS ONE FLAT. KEYS
WITH MORE THAN ONE FLAT ARE NAMED BY THE NEXT TO THE LAST FLAT IN THE
KEY SIGNATURE.
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CIRCLE OF FIFTHS
ALL MAJOR KEYS

If we put the sharp keys and the flat keys together, the circle would look like this:

no sharps

E 1 sharp (F§)

- C —
a3 5th up 4 5t
no flats

2 sharps (F#,Cﬁ)

1 flat(Bb)

.

2 flats (Bb, Eb)

3 flats
Eb%(ah Eb, Ab) § §
3 sharps
4 flats
(Bb, Eb, Ab, Db) sk
Ab 5 flats (Bb, 7 flats (8, Eb, Ab E
Eb, Ab, Db, Gb) Db, Gb, Ch, Fb)
6 flats (Bb, Eb,
Ab. Db, Gb. Cb) 4 sharps
= 4, ct, Gt Db

ﬁ F§

7 sharps (F§, C8, 5 sharps (Ff,
G§, DY, A4, E§, BY) ci, o, n§, Af)
6 sharps (F ,Cﬁ,
GH, D§, AL, Ef)

The following keys are enharmonic equivalents: Db & C#, Gh & F#, Ch & B.
They sound the same but are spelled differently.

1. Write the names of the keys in the circle of 5ths under the staff. Then write the key
signatures of all of the keys.

Sharp Keys

{2y
&
D)

Flat Keys

A

P>
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REVIEW OF LESSONS 37-39

1. are related by fifths.
2. The key of E has sharps.
3. The key of has 3 sharps.
4. The key of Ab has flats.
5. The key of has 5 flats.
6. Name the keys indicated by the following key signatures:
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7. Write the following key signatures:
=
o
G pb E Bb Eb B D F
WAaX
)
7
D Bb F C Eb G Ab A

8. Write the order of sharps.

9. Write the order of flats.




