
Task: Your job is to generate “thinking” questions from the 
assigned reading in order to prompt a discussion amongst 
your literature circle group members. The questions should be 
designed to get group members thoughtfully engaged in the 
issues and topics in the reading. Often, good questions will 
attempt to reveal the nature of the characters and why they 
make the decisions they do. Was it unclear why a character 

did something? Was part of the plot unclear or confusing?  

  I am confused about...  				    I wonder...
  I think that...					     What do... 
  Why did... 					     How did...

Presenting: 
1. Come to the group prepared with at least three “thinking” questions and 
possible responses.
2. Pose each question to the group and illicit group comments.

Task: Your job is to choose selections from the assigned 
reading that you think are worthy of being read out loud 
and discussed with your group members. The Line Illuminator 
writes down the passages word for word in quotes, citing 
the page # from where the lines come from in parentheses at 
the end. You are free to pick whatever quotes you like, but 
they must have some sort of significance or importance. Pick 
lines you find insightful, or lines that confuse you and 

throw you for a loop.   

  Citation:

       (Collins 32)	                   (Hinton 256)	                     (Poe 48)		        (Weisel 3)    

Presenting: 
1. Come prepared with two or more passages to read (cite page numbers).
2. Share your reasons for choosing these excerpts.
3. Decide on a plan for reading / discussing.

CCSS: R.3
Line Illuminator

Question Commander
CCSS: SL1



Task: Your job is to prepare a summary of the assigned 
reading. Think about what details, characters, or events are 
so important that they might be included on an exam. You 
should consider the following questions for your summary: 
What are some of the most important events in the section 
you read? What makes them so important? What effect do these 
events have on the plot or character? What changes – in plot, 

character, or tone – did you notice when you read?   

Step 1: I  V  F
(Identify, Verb, Finish the 
thought - topic sentence)

Presenting: 
1. Come prepared with your complete summary of the selection.
2. Read your summary aloud to the group.
3. Share why you feel this summary wraps up all of the most important details 
of the selection. 

Task: Your job is to serve as a lexicographer, and create a 
list of three to five words from the assigned reading that 
you believe are worth knowing. The words you pick should be 
words that were unknown to you before, are interesting, or 

familiar words used in unfamiliar ways.   

Presenting: 
1. Come prepared with at least four words, the page numbers, definitions, and 
notes explaining your choices for each word. 
2. Help your group members find the words in the book and discuss why you 
collected these words. 

Word Excerpt 
Page #

Sentence from the story containing the 
word...

This word means...
Part of 
Speech

I chose this word because...

Step 3: Summary 
(put it all together with 

detail)

Summary Sultan

Word WarlockCCSS: L.4

CCSS: R.2

Step 2: Notes 
(bare bones explaining 

sentences)



Presenting: 
1. Come prepared with your illustration to share with the group.
2. First, let the group view your drawing and allow them to explain what they 
think the drawing represents.
3. Next, share what you believe the drawing represents and why you chose it.

CCSS: R.1

TASK: Your job is to think about the main character or 
characters featured in the assigned reading. What are they 
doing? What are they thinking or saying? How are they feel-
ing? How are they interacting with the setting of the sto-
ry? Are they facing any conflicts or problems? Have they 
reached any epiphanies or made any insights or realizations? 
What details about the character(s) does the author reveal? 

Presenting: 
1. Come prepared to share three or more textual citations that contain 
noteworthy information about a main character or characters conflict(s), 
actions, and feelings. 
2. First, share the detail from the selection that relates to the character. 
3. Next, share why you felt this excerpt illustrated important insights about 
the character.

CCSS: R.3

Step 1: 
 I am depicting ______________ 
 because ____________________.

Step 2:  
 Create a Brainstorming Map  

 to plan out your illustration.

Step 3:
 Create your illustration.

 Character:					     Excerpt Page #:
  In this section the character, _____________________, faced the conflict of _________________________.  
 This conflict is important because ______________________________________________________.

Illustrious Artist

Character Commentator

Task: You job is to graphically display the events in the as-
signed reading. You may choose to depict an important 
object, character, or scene that stood out from the reading. 
The illustration may be hand generated, consist of magazine 
cut-outs or Internet image downloads, or be created using 
computer graphics programs (like Adobe PhotoShop). 
Regardless of what you choose, the illustration should    

accurately display what happened in the reading.  



Task: Your job is to identify literary terms and devices 
found through the assigned reading. You will copy down the 
literary device citing the page number and paragraph the term 
was found in, identify the type of literary term or device, 
and explain what the literary term or device means and how 

it helps to enhance the section or novel as whole.   

Presenting:
1. Come prepared to share three or more three literary devices you found in 
the selection and the page numbers you found the devices on.
2. First, share the detail from the selection that contains the literary device. 
3. Next, identify the type of literary device that was used.
4. Then, explain what you think the device means and why you chose it. 

Task: Your job is to find connections between the book and 
yourself, the book and another story, and / or between the 
book and the wider world. This means connecting the reading 
to your own past experiences, to happenings at school or in 
the community, to stories in the news, to similar events at 
other times and places, to other people or problems that you 
are reminded of, etc. You may also see connections between 
this book and other writings on the same topic, or by the 
same author. 

Presenting:
1. Come prepared with four or more connections to share.
2. First, share the excerpt that is the basis for your connection. 
3. Next, identify the type of connection you made,
4. Then, share your connections giving full detail and reasoning.  

CCSS: R.1

  Connection: 					     Excerpt Page #:
  Type: 	 text-to-text		  text-to-self		  text-to-world
  This passage reminds me of _______________________________ because ______________________.

  Quote:				  
  Excerpt Page #:                     				    Paragraph #:
  Type of Literary Device:
  Meaning of Literary Device:

The Terminator

Uncanny Connector

CCSS: L.5


