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9.351845


Monkey sat in a tree beside the river.
She rubbed her hungry belly and looked
sadly across the water.

Over there, the trees were overloaded
with bananas—bright yellow, yummy,
mushy, tasty bananas.

Over here—nothing!

Hungry Monkey saw lots of bananas.
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Could she use the log to get across?

How could she get across the river
and back home again? Monkey didn’t
know how to swim. But she was clever
and she came up with a plan.

There was a large log by the river.
She would sit on it and paddle it like
a boat.
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3.4220457


She slowly crept over to the log. She

had to be careful. Crocodile might be

around, and Crocodile loved to eat . . .
monkeys!




11.885686


Monkey tried hard to move the log.

She tried to shove the big, heavy log
into the water. Monkey pushed one end.
She tugged at the other end. She wasn’t
paying attention to anything else.



13.087301


3.8400066


WHOOSH! Crocodile sprang out of
the water and grabbed Monkey.

“Lunch!” cried Crocodile.

“Wait!” hollered Monkey. “You can’t
eat me!”

“Why not?” Crocodile said with a
puzzled look. “I like to eat monkeys.”




20.688984


Monkey thought quickly. Yes! She
knew how to save herself and get those

bananas!

“Look at me, Crocodile” she moaned.
“I’'m so thin! Don’t you want me to be
nice and plump before you eat me?”



7.6800222


10.448972


Crocodile looked closely at Monkey.
She did look thin. Crocodile grunted.
This was his way of saying, “Yes.”

“Then take me over to the other
side,” said Monkey. “See those bananas
hanging just above the ground? Let me
eat some, and I'll get nice and plump!”

Crocodile wanted Monkey to be nice and plump.
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4.4147024


Crocodile grunted again. So Monkey

carefully climbed onto his back.

It was a risky trip for Monkey, sitting
there on Crocodile. Would Crocodile
suddenly change his mind, snap her up,
and gobble her down?



16.587666


3.2653103


But Crocodile kept swimming until
he and Monkey reached the other side.
She hopped off and began pulling
bananas from the low branches. As she
jumped around, she raised lots of dust.
In no time, Monkey was all dusty. (This
was part of her plan.)

Monkey grabbed bananas and got dusty.
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3.7355163


“Hurry up and eat!” grumbled
Crocodile. “I'm hungry, too!”

Monkey sat down and quickly ate
all the bananas she had collected. Soon,
her belly began to swell.

“Time to eat you now!” cried
Crocodile. “Lunch!”
“Wait!” hollered Monkey.




13.818719


7.2098165


Crocodile scowled because he was
getting very angry. “What’s the problem
this time!” he yelled.

“I'm all dusty and dirty,” said
Monkey. “You’'d get sick eating me.

I need to wash on the other side of the

river, where the river isn’t so deep.”




8.124106


11.519977


Crocodile rolled his eyes, but he

grunted. So Monkey climbed onto
his back. Crocodile didn’t notice, but
Monkey was smiling and rubbing her
full belly.

They quickly crossed the river.
Monkey stepped into the shallow water

near the river’s edge.

13
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Then she turned to Crocodile with a
shocked look and shouted, “Don’t watch
me take a bath! I'm very shy. Close
your eyes!”

Crocodile sighed and shut his eyes.

He heard splashing, and then everything

was silent. He quickly opened his eyes.
Clever little Monkey was gone!

&
Monkey said
‘ Crocodile can't
watch her take
a bath.
N ~ :
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Responding

m Theme Think about what

Monkey does. What can you learn from
her? Copy and fill in the chart below.

rMonkey fools ? ?
Crocodile into

taking her

across the river.

\Write About It

Text to World How do real monkeys act?
Write a paragraph. Use details and exact
words to tell about monkeys.
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"4 TARGET VOCABULARY

crops profit
grunted risky
hollered tugged
plucked scowled

m Theme The theme of a story

or tale is its message or lesson.

VLSRG Visualize As you read, use

details to picture what is happening.

GENRE Trickster Tale is a tale in which the
main character is an animal that likes to play
tricks on other animals or people.
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